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must have that definite purpose behind it. Otherwise
every labourer can be said to render social service. He
does in a way, but what is meant here is something
much more than that. A person who labours for the
general good of all serves society and is worthy of his
hire. Therefore, such bread labour is not different from
social service.
Harijan,  l-6-'35
May not men earn their bread by intellectual
labour? No. The needs of the body must be supplied
by the body. "Render unto Caesar that which is
Caesar's" perhaps applies here well. Mere mental that
is, intellectual labour is for the soul and is its own satis-
faction. It should never demand payment. In the ideal
state, doctors, lawyers and the like will work solely for
the benefit of society, notTor self. Obedience to the
law of bread labour will bring about a silent revolution
in the structure of society. Man's triumph will consist in
substituting the struggle for existence by the struggle
for mutual service. The law of the brute will be replaced
by the law of man.
Return to the villages means a definite, voluntary
recognition of the duty of bread labour and all it con-
notes. But says the critic, "Millions of India's children
are today living in the villages and yet they are living
a life of semi-starvation." This, alas, is but too true.
Fortunately we know that theirs is not voluntary obe-
dience. They would perhaps shirk body labour if they
could, and even rush to the nearest city if they could
be accommodated in it. Compulsory obedience to a
master is a state of slavery, willing obedience to one's
father is the glory of sonship. Similarly compulsory obe-
dience to the law of bread labour breeds poverty, disease

